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The Natural Resources Conservation Service supports involvement in implementing Montana’s Weed
Management Plan. You can help ecosystems remain healthy and minimize the threat of invasive
weeds by practicing good land stewardship principles. Contact your nearest Weed or Conservation
District Office to learn what you can do to improve the quality of lands you manage or visit. 
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Integrated Weed Management (IWM) is defined as utilizing all of the appropriate
management methods to contain, suppress, and/or eradicate weed infestations.
Using one method alone is never as effective as combining or integrating  a
variety of methods that can hinder more than one aspect of a weed s biology.
Healthy plant populations compete with, replace, and resist future invasions of
target weeds. In the absence of competitive plant populations, weeds re-establish
regardless of the control method used. Consult your county weed coordinator or
noxious weed specialist to assist in developing a management and safety plan
that helps you to achieve the desired results on lands you manage.

Contact your local Weed District and/or Extension office to confirm the identity and location of Category 3 weeds.
These contacts will also help you develop specific prevention and management criteria that address the unique

challenges posed by these weed species and the areas they invade.
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This is a general table provided as a quick reference only.Treatments behave differently in different ecosystems. 
What works in some areas of Montana may not work in others.These treatments may also affect native and desirable plants. 

CATEGORY 2 CATEGORY 3CATEGORY 1
Category 1 noxious weeds are weeds that are currently 
established and generally widespread in many counties of the
state. Management criteria includes awareness and education,
containment and suppression of existing infestations and
prevention of new infestations. These weeds are capable of rapid
spread and render land unfit or greatly limit beneficial uses.

Category 2 noxious weeds have recently been introduced into the
state or are rapidly spreading from their current infestation sites.
These weeds are capable of rapid spread and invasion of lands,
rendering lands unfit for beneficial uses. Management criteria
includes awareness and education, monitoring and containment
of known infestations, and eradication where possible.

Category 3 noxious weeds have not been detected in the state
or may be found only in small, scattered, localized infestations.
Management criteria include awareness and education, early
detection and immediate action to eradicate infestations. These
weeds are known pests in nearby states and are capable of rapid
spread and render land unfit for beneficial uses.
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